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COMING EVENTS 


FEB 4 General Meeting: Marine Life of Edwards Point—Dorothy Mahler and Noel Schleiger (*) 
11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
16 Excursion: Edwards Point Marine Life foreshore—Leaders: Dick Southcombe, Dorothy Mahler 
and Noel Schleiger (*) 
18 Bird Group: Birds of Lake Victoria—Marilyn Hewish 
20 Mid-week Bird Goup Excursion: Fyansford—Leader: Rhonda Jennings 
25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 


MAR General Meeting: Swan Bay Catchment—Sue Longmore 
у МСА Campout—Behind the Scenes—Melbourne 
11 Plant Group Workshop 
16 Excursion: Swan Bay Catchment/Edwards Point—Leader: Diana Primrose and SBEA representative 
18 Bird Group: Bird Watching in Great Britain—Barry Lingham 
20 ТВА 
25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
Note: (*) indicates changes to the program 


The Club Website & home page 


GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 


No email address: please use email addresses of committee members on the back page 
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% 
We welcome back № 
Мг Tibor Korn © 
and new members od 
% 

% 

№ 

% 


Tonight's speakers... 
Noel Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler 


Noel will give an introduction to marine molluscs with emphasis on the 
univalves and bivalves likely to be seen during our February excursion to 
Edwards Point. Noel has been interested in Bellarine Peninsula Shells since 
1965 and often used shells when teaching mathematics to trainee primary 
teachers: He also has a special interest in bored shells and their predators. 
Dorothy has been interested in shells for many years and has collected during 
travels overseas as well as Australia. Both are members of FNCV’s Marine 


Mrs Joan Korn 
and 
Ms Brenda Scully 
to the Club and wish 


% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
Ж 
ý them a long and happy ж 


Club Excursion 
Sunday, 16 February 2003 
Edwards Point 


Leader: Dick Southcombe 

As shell collecting will not 
commence until mid-afternoon 
(refer the moon) members have 
three options to join this excursion. 


Depart club rooms 9.00 am 
Meet at Salt Lagoon on Esplanade 
between Indented Head and St 
Leonards – about 9.30 am 


Meet at Edwards Point carpark at 
11.00 am for morning tea and then 
walk the path through coastal 


vegetation to Black Billy Point for 


lunch about 1.00 pm. 


After lunch we will check for 
waders on Swan Bay and prepare 
for a shell collecting walk along Pt 
Phillip beach with Noel and 
Dorothy. 


BRING: Plastic bags, labels, pen, 
notebook, sunscreen, hat, 
footwear for paddling and beach 
walk. А card table and chairs 
would be useful at the carpark on 
our return for the identification and 
recording session. 


Bring a picnic tea if you wish or 
perhaps fish and chips at St 
Leonards might be appropriate to 
finish a day at the beach. 


N.B. 


VALDA DEDMAN WILL 
BE ACTING EDITOR 
FOR NEXT MONTH 


(See back cover for details.) 


Research Group and the Malacological Society of Australia. 


МЕМСА Campout 
March 2003 


...Dick Southcombe 


A quite different, very informative 
program has been arranged for 
this extended long—weekend 
based at URBAN CAMP in Brens 
Drive, Parkville (behind the Zoo in 
Royal Park). 

Cost about $200.00 for 4 days, 
Friday dinner—Tuesday lunch. 


Behind the Scenes tours to 
Meteorological. Bureau Training 
Centre, Zoo, Aquarium, Botanic 
Gardens, Herbarium, an excursion 
to Pt Cook wetlands, speakers on 
Geology, Meteorology, Zoology 
and a Forum with staff from state 
environmental/conservation 
groups ,ake up the program. 


NB The Met Bureau—Friday 


afternoon and the Museum— 


Tuesday morning are at times 
when staff are available. 


As VFNCA is a member of the 
Urban Camp Cooperative, FNC 
members may use these recently 
refurbished and extended facilities. 


MAMMAL TRAPPING 
Dates : 12-15 February 

Set traps — 4.00 pm Wednesday 
12th 

Check — 6.00 pm, 8.00 am 
Thursday, Friday 

Clear — 8.00 am, Saturday 15th 


Site – Roughs' property 

1131 Hamilton Highway, 
Stonehaven. 

Note: we are looking for Water Rat 
and Dunnart. 

Further details – Trevor 5243 4368, 
pescott@pipeline.com.au 


association. 
КЕ 
Publications Sub- 


committee Meeting 
17 February, 2003 


ak 
ры 


The committee invites members to 
suggest agenda items for this 
meeting. 

The club has various publications 
including the Geelong Naturalist, 
The Geelong Bird Report and the 
internet home page. 

The committee (and especially the 
editorial team of the Geelong 
Naturalist) would like your input and 
comments. 

What would you like retained in its 
present format? retained with 
changed format? eliminated 
altogether? 

What should there be more of ? less 
of ? would you like more flora/fauna 
lists? less lists? more scientific 
articles? 

How do you/should we regard the 
| Geelong Naturalist—primarily as a 
‘popular press member 
communication’ publication, ог 
primarily а record of historical 
natural history data? or a happy 
blend of both? (meaning some 
people will be bored with some 
‘recording’ articles, and other 
members may feel some articles are 
too ‘social’ and space should be 
better used!) 

In fact any suggestion you have for 
any improvements—and how to 
achieve them! 

The meeting will take place at 7.30 
pm on Monday, 17 February 2003 at 
the home of the Editor, Claire 
Greenwell, 4 White Street, Belmont. 
Members may attend as contributors 
as well as observers, please contact 
Claire or the Secretary, Alison 
Watson, so that we know how many 
agendas to print, also with items for 
the agenda before Wednesday 13th 
February. 


(More notices on pages 8,13, 14 & 16) 
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Out and About 


A Gold Star for Geelong. 
Geelong’s new Christmas 
decorations are based on the 
seastar Fromia polypora, which 
occurs on reefs along the southern 
coast from Houtman Abrolhos to 
Sydney and also around 
Tasmania. Where could you see it 
locally? Well, maybe at the very 
edge of the exposed reef at Point 
Lonsdale at very low tide, unless 
you are a diver, when you could: 
see it at depths from 1-160 
metres. The star has a small 
central disc and five long yellow or 
Orange arms covered with little 
spines and tiny black papulae 
through which it breathes and 
excretes. It eats sponges and 
ascidians and its arms which are 
rather round in cross-section, grow 
to 110 mm. Я 


When we travel along a highway 
intent on getting from A to В, we've 
found it a good idea to take a short 
detour from time to time. We 
turned off the Princes Highway at 
Sale and visited the Common, 
larger than Belmont Common, with 
a long boardwalk through the 
extensive wetlands. There were 
Red-browed Finches in the reeds, 
a dozen Magpie Larks lined up on 
the boardwalk handrail, and a 
Great Egret with Royal and Yellow- 
billed Spoonbills near the bird hide. 
And a long black shiny snake 
slipped across the path in front of 
us. Sale Common is a State Game 
Refuge of 300 hectares between 
Flooding Creek and the Latrobe 
and Thomson Rivers. Seventy per 
cent is freshwater marsh, the 
remaining area being redgum 
woodland and grasslands. In the 
past, like our Belmont Common, it 
was cleared, browsed by stock and 
used as an airfield. 


Along Irishmans Waterholes Track 
(that leads to Ewings Morass, a 
reed-filled marsh inland of the 
inaccessible coastal dunes) we 


...Valda Dedman 


first saw the ‘bridal trees’. Elegant, 
lacy, delicate, a sight to make you 
catch your breath and say ‘Just 
look at that’! Pyramidical, with 
horizontal branches hung with tiny 
fringed white bells. Some people 
know them as Fairy Petticoats, 
Blueberry Ash or Blue Olive-berry, 
but to me they will always be bridal 
trees. There is also a pink form— 
bridesmaids’ trees. The scientific 
name is Elaeocarpus reticulatus, 
because of the superficial 
resemblance of the fruit to olives 
and the fine network of veins on 
the leaves. The trees grow in 
damp gullies and we saw more of 
them, even beside the highway. 
Just before Christmas they were at 
the peak of their beauty and stood 
out in the bush; a week later they 
were beginning to fade. The bridal 
finery develops into bright blue 
berries that look appetising but are 
amazingly astringent. The berries 
of a related tree E. angustifolius, 
the Blue Quandong, are larger and 
a favourite food of fruit pigeons— 
Wompoos and Topknots and 
Purple-crowned. It is said you can 
find a tree in fruit by the whirr of 
wings. Aborigines once ate the 
fallen fruits raw or pounded them 
with water into a paste in bark 
troughs. The large seeds of E. 
bancroftii and E. johnsonii were 
eaten as nuts. My bridal trees do 
not occur in the Otways or in 
Tasmania, but are found on 
Flinders Island. 


Bridal bouquets could have been 
made from the graceful arching 
sprays of white Kunzea that lined 
the Princes Highway, K. ambigua 
with long fine stamens or K. 
ericoides, the latter a widespread 
shrub known as Burgan, which 
used to occur at Вејсћег5 
bushland and certainly is still found 
in the Brisbane Ranges. 


26 


Му Christmas feasting included 
macadamia nuts, first described by 


Ferdinand Mueller in 1857 in the 
Proceedings of the Philosophical 
Institute of Victoria. The finely 
executed illustrations were by 
Ludwig Becker. The plant is 
named in honour of John 
Macadam, the Secretary of the 
Philosophical Institute (later the 
Royal Society), which organised 
the Burke & Wills Expedition on 
which Becker was so tragically to 
lose his life. 


The two macadamia species, М. 
integrifolia and M. tetraphylla, now 
widely commercially grown, have 
become rare in the wild. Rich in 
mono-unsaturated fat, they were 
eaten by aborigines and early 
settlers and first developed as 
crops in Hawaii. 


Bunya-bunya nuts ripen about 
Christmas time, with bumper crops 
every three years, when huge 
gatherings of our indigenous 
peoples used to take place in the 
Bunya Mountains and the Blackall 
Range in southeast Queensland. 
The pineapple-like cones may 
weigh up to 5 kilograms and the 
seeds are said to taste like roasted 
parsnip. At the GFNC tour of the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens іп 
December, we saw the ring of 
Bunya Pines Araucaria bidwillii 
planted in the very early days of 
the gardens. 


There are three Australasian 
Araucarias, all ancient Gondwanan 
species and now widely planted 
around the continent. A. bidwillii-is 
the one with the dome shape. A. 
cunninghamii, the Hoop Pine, the 
tallest tree species in Queensland, 
has ridges like hoops around its 
trunk. А. heterophylla. is the 
Norfolk Island pine, whose tall 
straight trunks were thought to be 
suitable for ships’ masts and may 
have been a reason for sending 
convicts to form an outpost on 
Norfolk Island at the beginning of 
white settlement in Australia. The 
various species can also be 
differentiated by their leaves; those 
of the Bunya are extremely stiff 
and formidable and must have 
presented a challenge to 
aboriginals who climbed the trees 
for the cones. The foliage may 
have evolved to deter browsing 
dinosaurs 150-200 million years 
ago. The recently discovered rare 
Wollemi Pine Wollemia nobilis is 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER ^ 


· December 2002 % 
...Diana Primrose | 


| hope everyone enjoyed a very happy festive and holiday season. On behalf of the Committee, | did give { 
our best wishes to all in the December ‘President’s Corner—but the computer “dropped off” that little 1 
рагадгарћ! и 
It was with regret that ће Committee accepted the resignation of Donna Wood, our Minutes Secretary, at А 


our last Committee meeting. Due to other commitments Donna resigned from the end of December. We м 
thank Donna very much for her contribution to the Committee, and look forward to her continued А 
involvement іп Club activities as her time permits. iN 
Committee elections come around again at our April AGM and—as I asked in the December ‘Geelong h 
Naturalist —please consider who may be able to assist. Not everyone оп the committee has to be a very л 
knowledgeable naturalist. For instance, | hope that someone ‘out there’ among our membership тау ip 
consider nominating for Minute Secretary. Someone with some secretarial skills who could keep up a M 


regular time frame with our minutes and agenda, but who may feel they are not particularly well versed in л 
environmental issues to participate greatly in other respects. We need а mix of skills! Of course we are after ‘i 
keen enthusiastic naturalists too! л 
At the December General meeting we welcomed back Barry Lingham who, with his family, had spent the 
year overseas. The Committee moved to coopt Barry back into its realm, for the remainder of the Club year ', 
as Minutes Secretary, if he was available. We are grateful to Barry for accepting this position. $ 
Our Activities Program for 2003/4 is firming up. Thankyou to those who offered suggestions—if we have not ў 
used your ideas this year they will go on file for the future. In fact we welcome program ideas at апу time— , 
they will go on file and be a great help to the planners at the time. И 
Longer standing members will remember Betty Quirk well. Betty’s daughter has contacted те to say Betty, 
will be moving at the епа of January, to live in a unit they have built for her on their place in Ferntree Gully. л 
Betty is a Life member of the Club and was one of a great band of enthusiastic naturalists, іп the ‘Ted Errey л 


Ww era’, very involved in things botanical—a very active part of our Club and contributing much. 
y Age catches up with us, and Betty has not been able to attend our activities for some time now, but remains л 


ү very interested in Club activities апа in reading the ‘Geelong Naturalist’. Our very best wishes go with Betty, л 
Y for a happy time in her new surroundings close to her family. Those of us who remember her very active ^ 


ү participation іп Club activities recall with thanks her contribution to the Club. Betty’s friends can contact her ~ 
y on (03) 9758 8651 or her postal address: PO Box 101, Ferntree Gully, Vic, 3156. ћ 


> 


also а member of the Araucaria 
family. | 
X 


Beach Lizard. With the tide half- 
way out at Point Hicks we came 
upon parties of Yellow-bellied 
Water Skinks Eulamprus heatwolei 
among the rocks. They were 
eating the air-bladders on 
seaweed—one of the strap-like 
smaller kelps—brown seaweed 
that was still wet and glossy, 
recently tossed up by the waves. 
Some of the skinks were looking 
decidedly fat as they nibbled this 
unusual lizard food. The skinks’ 
‘normal’ diet is supposed to be 
invertebrates. Whenever we saw 
this particular seaweed on rocks 
that a lizard could scuttle under, 
we were sure to find a group of 
skinks. They were so intent on 
feeding that we could approach 
quite closely and admire the 
copper and gold sheen on the 
body and the long tapering tail. 
Yellow-bellied Water Skinks occur 
in the eastern half of Victoria and 


are at the southern limit of their 
range along the Gippsland coast. 


A beautiful spot, Point Hicks. Light 
brown Devonian granite with grey 
xenoliths and bright orange lichen. 
We found a wide dyke filled with 
black basalt Тот lower Tertiary 
times. К ran like a stairway right 
down the slope to the sea, but a 
stairway with a crick in it, for it was 
displaced sideways and back 
again by a fault for part of its 
length. 


Lizards are not unknown on 
beaches. | saw a Gippsland Water 
Dragon at Tamboon Inlet and at 


‘remote Terrace Beach north of 


Eden the tracks of a large goanna 
across the sand—a long central 
tail line with clawed feet marks on 
either side. Other animals also 
come down to that beach, for we 
found paired hopping tracks. The 
large ones were kangaroo or 
wallaby and the tiny ones may 
have been antechinus. The beach 


пита три те ТИ ај ТИ ин r ји т Е тау 


‚ was not far from Bellbird Creek, 


where, fifty years ago, Norman 
Wakefield saw Antechinus 
swainsonii foraging in mid- 
afternoon in January (Vic Nat, vol 
71, no. 1, May 1954). 


X% 

We were there on midsummer day 
at the time of a full moon, and the 
tide was at its lowest. The wide 
sandy beach was deserted, the 
sea and sky blue, a slight haze 
hung over the horizon. There were 
grey granite blocks with rows of 
quartz crystals like lace insertions, 
or veined with fawn and cream, 
knobbly bars of exposed ochre-red 
rock bright against vivid green sea 
turf, untidy mop-heads of Codium 
fragile, cliffs of creamy white and 
pink, topped with banksias. | 
couldn't think of a better place to 
celebrate the summer solstice. 


EE 
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Spider Crab Amarinus lacustris 
(Decapoda; Hymenosomatidae) 
From Waurn Ponds Creek 


.... Dave King 


216/86 Church St. Grovedale, 3216 
kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


Introduction 

During an inaugural gathering of the ‘Friends of Waum Ponds Creek’, the writer demonstrated the ‘SIGNAL’ method 
of testing for water quality. This method employs the collection of macro-invertebrates, the species being graded in 
accordance with their tolerance to pollution. Amongst those invertebrates collected was a gravid female Spider Crab, 
Amarinus lacustris, a member of the Hymenosomatidae, a family that is included in the Brachyura (Gk. brachys, short; 
oura, tail), the true crabs, having a short abdomen tucked in below the thorax. This form allows speedy movement on 
the substrate, invariably in a transverse manner, and secretion in small recesses. Most Brachyura are associated 
with marine and estuarine habitats. 


A. lacustris is to be found in the southeast of Australia and in New Zealand, in coastal streams and saline lakes. It is 
reasonably abundant in Lake Colac, (Williams, 1980). Until recently it was known as Halicarcinus lacustris, when 
revisions were made of Australian forms (Lucas, 1980). Williams (1980) states that in Victorian waters, A. /acustris is 
known to occur in waters up to about 9 g/litre TDS (Total Dissolved Solids), most frequently in waters between one 
and з g/litre TDS. This revelation prompted the writer to ascertain the TDS of Waurn Ponds Creek at the point of 
collecting A. lacustris, 38° 11’ 315 144°20' 01”Е. Resulting in a TDS of 3.42 g/litre. As а point of comparison, 
seawater is taken as an average TDS of 35g/litre. It is intended to pursue the matter of salinity relative to the flow rate 
in the Creek, and possible sources, and the results will be discussed in a future article. 


Description 

А small crab, A. lacustris is no larger than a 5 cent piece, typically of the form associated with crabs dark brown in 
colour, and all external surfaces thinly covered in algae. The thorax is roughly circular, with a short rectangular 
rostrum having three small lobes. Antennae, although short, are relatively prominent. Compound eyes are on short 
Stalks, typical of Brachyura crabs. It has been determined that the photoreceptors are capable of detecting small 
environmental changes in brightness, but have poor spatial and temporal resolution (Meyer-Rochaw, 1994). 

The legs in general are slim, the first pair terminating in pincers, which in the male are more robust. The other four 
pairs are relatively long and spider like, each terminating in simple claw, leading to the ability of the crab to negotiate 
and cling to aquatic vegetation. 
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The abdomen is short and carried close to the sternum, the ventral surface of the thorax. Placed laterally on the 
abdomen are four pairs of pleopods. These are synonymous with the swimming legs of other crustaceans, such as 
shrimps. In the female Hymenosomatidae the pleopods serve to retain the eggs. In the male the first pleopod serves 
to direct sperm into the epigynal opening during copulation, (Jones & Morgan, 1994). Fertilisation is internal. The eggs 
are spherical, about 0.5 millimeter in diameter, and have a pale pink hue with a covering of adhesive that secures them 
to the pleopods. 

Eggs hatch to produce an embryo closely resembling the adult, and retained in the abdomen cavity, secured by the 
pleopods, (Lowery, 1999),—a necessary process in the river environment, where a fast flowing regime could carry the 
embryo beyond their native habitat. These embryo differ from the normal Brachyura metamorphic larval development, 
where larvae differing in form of the adult (Barnes, 1980) are dispersed into the marine environment as an element of 
the plankton. 


References: 
Barnes, R.D. (1980), Invertebrate Zoology, Saunders College, Philadelphia, PA. 
Jones, D.S. & Morgan, G.J. (1994), Crustaceans of Australian Waters, W.A. Museum, Reed, NSW. 
Lowery, J.K. (1999), Crustacea, the Higher Taxa, http://crustacea.net/., Australian Museum, Sydney 
Meyer-Rochaw, V. & Reid, W.A. (1994), ‘The Eye of the New Zealand Freshwater Crab Halicarcinus lacustris’, 
Journal of The Royal Society of New Zealand, http://www.rsnz.govt.nz/publish/jrsnz/1994/8.php 
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The following two pages are the results of surveys undertaken by GFNC 


members at the invitation of Mr Russell Wadsworth on his Anakie property 


Mammal Trapping Report 
Granite Road, Anakie 
17-19 October, 2002 


GPS 37°52’S, 144717'Е 


The site of the trapping is a 40ha 
block of freehold property at a 
sweeping bend of Granite Road, 
near the west end, south of the 
road. 


It is a Yellow Gum — Manna Gum 
woodland, with an open canopy 
and grassy understorey. Shrubs 
include Snowy Mintbush, Black 
Wattle, Cherry Ballart. 


Several large granite outcrops 
exist on the land, and the soils are 
granite sand — indeed several 
small gravel-extraction pits, long 
abandoned, are on the property. 


The weather was mainly fine but 
very windy. . 


Four trap lines were set viz: 
E1-E7, C1 along а shallow 


...ТГеуог Pescott 


depression, north-south; 

E8-E12, C2 across the ridge at 
the south side of the land, east- 
west; 

E13-E17, C3 from the ridge to the 
lower level of land, south-north; 
E18-E25, C4 parallel to Granite 
Road, east-west. 


Dates: 17-19 October 2002 

25 Elliotts traps (Е1—25) and 4 
cages (С1-4) on 3 nights, 87 
trap-nights. 

Bait: peanut butter, honey and 
oatmeal. 


Results: 
17.10.02 — morning 
• 1 House Mouse Mus 


musculus in E19 
18.10.02 — morning 


• nil 
19.10.02 – morning 
• 2 House Mice Mus 


musculus in E19, E20 


Birds Recorded at Granite Road, Anakie 
17th October, 2002 


32 Species Recorded 


Straw-necked Ibis 

Little Eagle 

Brown Goshawk 

Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Red-rumped Parrot 

Pallid Cuckoo * 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo* 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
White-throated Treecreeper * 
Superb Fairy-wren 

Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 


...Vernon Cohen 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater * 
White-naped Honeyeater * 
Jacky Winter * 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 
Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 

Welcome Swallow 


*Seen later at the west end of the 
property. 


• 1 Cunningham Skink 
Egernia cunninghamii in 
E16 


On each occasion, several of the 
traps were rolled over. 


Other mammals recorded — 

• Eastern Grey Kangaroo, 
one mob of at least 9, other 
smaller groups. 

• Black Wallaby, 2 seen. 


• Koala, а least 4 т Manna 
Gums. 

• Short-beaked Echidna, old 
diggings. 

• Common Brushtail Possum, 
skeletal remains. 

• Brown hare, 1 seen. 

• European Rabbit, several 


seen, many scrapes. 

• Red Fox, 1 road-killed on 
Granite Road. 

Other fauna — 

• Cunningham Skink (Several) 

Garden Skink (Several) 

Bougainville Skink (1) 

Little Whip Snake (at least 

4) 

e Spotted Grass Frog (1) 


Invertebrate Report 
Granite Road, Anakie 
...Dave King 


There wasn't much to report, ants 
being the most abundant. 


Ant — Heteroponera sp.,Ponerinae 
Ant — Mermecia pulchra, 


Myrmeciinae 

Ant — Monomorium sp., 
Myrmicinae 

Ant — Rhytidoponera tamaniensis, 
Ponerinae 


Fly – Lonchaeidae sp. 

Fly- Sciara sp., Scianidae 

Spider – Araneous hamiltoni, 
Araneidae 


Spider — Lycosa godeffroyi, 
Lycosidae 


February 2003 
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Mammal Trapping Report 


Sheoaks 
12-15 December, 2002 


... [revor Pescott 


GPS 37° 53'S, 144° 09'E 
NRE Реппй No. 10002127 


The trapping was undertaken on 
freehold property at the junction of 
Steiglitz-Sheoaks апа Stirling 
Roads at Sheoaks. The owner of 
one block, Mrs C. Parkinson, had 
previously reported seeing an 
antechinus—like mammal in a 
cottage built on the property; the 
purpose of the trapping was to 
confirm the identity of the animal 
and to ascertain whether the 
adjacent land held this and other 
species. 


The vegetation on the land is 


regenerated eucalypt woodland 
with a canopy of Manna Gums 
and (Brown?) Stringybark, with 
little middle storey apart from 
some burgan thickets and 
scattered Golden Wattle. The 
ground cover is thatch-sedge, 
bracken, some small shrubs and 
scattered grasses; there is 
considerable leaf-litter, bark and 


twigs on the ground. 
The weather was fine, warm, 


Five trap lines were set viz: 

E1 — E5: оп Parkinsons' property 
south of Stirling Road 

C1, Еб-9: on freehold land north 
of Stirling Road along a slight 
depression 

C2, Е10—14: north of Stirling Road 
on as slight rise 

СЗ, E15—19: north of Stirling Road 
on a slight rise 

C4, Е20—23: north of Stirling Road 
along a slight depression up to, 
and around, a small dam 


Dates: 12 – 15 December 2002 
23 Elliotts traps (E1-23) and 4 
cages (C1—4) оп 3 nights, 81 trap- 
nights. Bait: peanut butter, honey 
and oatmeal. 


Results: 

13.12.02 — morning 

о 1 Agile Antechinus A. agilis 
female in E10 

14.12.02 – morning 

e 2 Agile Antechinus A. ад 


Plant Group Report 


Our 10th December afternoon 
stroll through the Jan Juc coastal 
reserve followed by a stroll/picnic 
tea at Torquay’s Deep Creek 
Nature Reserve completed our 
program for 2002. 


Extensive restoration work has 
been carried out at both 
reserves—the relocated pathway 
at Jan Juc for example—and both 
groups of volunteers responsible 
are to be congratulated. 


A number of plants were found 
flowering at Jan Juc, few at Deep 
Creek, but the Grasstrees are 
magnificent. Time didn’t permit a 
visit to the Moonah revegetation 
area although we did have time for 


С ММГГЈМП——— = = 


...Dick Southcombe 


a scrumptious pavlova. Torquay's 
nature reserves would make a 
great club excursion. 


Plants noticed flowering at Jan Juc 
will be studied at our 11 February 
meeting. Please bring reference 
books etc. 


females in E11, E19 


15. 12.02 — morning 
e 2 Agile Antechinus A. agilis 
females in E10, E18 


On each night, several other traps 
had been rolled over. 


Each of the antechinuses had 
extended pouch areas with 10 
nipples. 
Measurements (п = 2): 
tail length 74mm, 73mm 
nose-tail base 95mm, 97mm 


Other fauna recorded — 

e Short-beaked Echidna: recent 
diggings. 
Black Wallaby: one seen. 
Common Ringtail Possum: 
desiccated and fragmented 
skin and part skeleton, 
probably of this species, was 
collected. 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard: 
one у 
(Subsequently — Koala: one in 
Manna Gum) 


Library Notes 
... Heather Cameron 


In addition to books, the GFNC 


library contains about 30 current 
periodicals. 


Some of these periodicals are 
newsletters devoted to one 
particular species or one particular 
aspect of the environment: 


Birds 

Bird Observer (BOCA) 

Bird Watcher (BOCA) 

The Emu (RAOU) 

Interpretive Birding Bulletin 

Мс Babbler (Birds Australia, 
Victorian Group) 

Volunteer (B.A. and Environment 
Australia) 

Wingspan (RAOU) 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 38 No. 9 


February 2003 


Geelong Garden Birdwatch 2002 


| The Geelong Garden Birdwatch 


2002 which was held over four 
days in October has resulted in 
174 lists being returned. 


Suburbs: 

43 localities were listed as the 
address at which the count was 
undertaken. Most lists were from 
Belmont (21) Highton (19) Ocean 
Grove (16) Grovedale (11) 
Newtown (9) West Geelong (8) 
and Newcomb (7). There were 17 
localities with only one list. 


Birds: 

111 species were listed. Some 
assumptions were made т 
finalising this list e.g. the 
amalgamation of all ravens and 
‘crows’ in one raven sp. Similarly, 
where sparrow was recorded it 
was assumed to be House 
Sparrow. Only those marked Tree 
Sparrow were recorded as that 
species. 


Some of the lists came from 
people with little knowledge of bird 


Threatened Species 

Box-lronbark News (DNRE) 
Ripples (Australian Platypus 
Conservancy) 

Warron: Eastern Barred Bandicoot 
Newsletter 

The Web (Threatened Species 
Network) 


Bays and Coasts 

Coastline Newsletter 

Swan Bay Environment Assoc 
Newsletter 

Waves 


Other 

Jubaea (Friends of Geelong Botanic 
Gardens) 

Muelleria (National Herbarium of 
Vic, Royal Botanic Gardens) 
Nature Australia (Australian 
Museum) 


This completes the description of 
our impressive current periodicals 
holdings. 


...ТГемог Pescott 


identification so some other vague 
descriptions were ascribed to the 
most likely, or not included. 


The most frequently recorded 
species were — 

Red Wattlebird (on 148 lists) 
Raven sp. 93 

Common Blackbird 145 
Straw-necked Ibis 83 

Australian Magpie 141 

Willie Wagtail 67 

New Holland Honeyeater 131 
Common Myna 66 

House Sparrow 129 

Welcome Swallow 61 

Spotted Turtle-Dove 127 

Silver Gull 59 

Magpie-lark 99 

Galah 37 

Common Starling 97 

Rainbow Lorikeet 36 


Some species were mainly in 
specific suburbs (number of lists in 
brackets) — e.g. 
Rainbow Lorikeet – total 36 

Ocean Grove (8) 

Belmont (7) 


FROM THE PAST 


A few snippets on the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens in the late 1800s. 


Taken from Growing Together: a 
Gardening History of Geelong..., 
George Jones, 1984 (based largely 
on articles from the Geelong 
Advertiser). 


Wildlife: 

1866: ‘The monkey in the Botanical 
Gardens finding a sparrow drinking 
out of his own particular dish 
punished the intruder with such a 
slap first and a squeeze afterwards 
as to deprive the sparrow of life.’ 


August 1867: Visitors to the 
Botanical Gardens just now, 
particularly ladies and others 
accompanied by children, are 
warned not to go too near the 
artificial lake as the male black 
swan is rather ferocious, his partner 
being occupied in the process of 
incubation.’ 


Highton (7) 
Newtown (4) 
Eastern Rosella — total 31 
Ocean Grove (8) 

Drysdale (3) 
Bannockburn (3) 


Grey Butcherbird — total 18 
Ocean Grove (4) 
Highton (3) 


Pied Currawong — total 31 
Belmont (8) 
Highton (5) 

West Geelong (3) 
Leopold (3) 
Torquay (3) 


Song Thrush — total 9 
Newtown (3) 
Geelong West (2) 


Galah — total 37 
Ocean Grove (7) 
Torquay (4) 
Lara (3) 
Bannockburn (3) 


Gardens, comments: 
These аге still being worked 
through. 


A full resumé of the birdwatch will 
be produced and made available at 
a later time. All of the lists will also 
be available for anyone who may 
wish to work further on them. 


Native Plants: 

1878: ‘The Geelong gardens were 
enhanced from [the curator] Mr 
Raddenberry’s trip to South 
Australia. One prize was Hakea 
grammatophylla, numerous plants 
and seeds being gathered in the 
warmer parts of that State where it 
is indigenous.’ 


1897: [Unfortunately twenty years 
later т ап article in Scientific 
Australian G.H. Adcock reported its 
failure. to Поигіѕћ.] ‘We could not 
place our finger on a single plant 
(Protead) in the neighbourhood of 
Melbourne and there are only two 
that we know of in the vicinity of 
Geelong. It is much to be regretted 
that this and many other of our 
beautiful native plants cannot be 
found more commonly іп our 
gardens.’ 
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Blue-billed Duck 


Name: Blue-billed Duck Oxyura 
australis 

Description: Compact stiff-tailed 
duck that floats low in water. Male 
chestnut with black head and blue 
‘dished’ bill. Females and non- 
breeding males grey-brown with 
greenish bill. 

Length: 36—44 cm. 

Voice: Usually silent. 

Food: Invertebrates, seeds. 
Habitat: Open water, wetlands and 
streams with islands, trees or logs 
on banks. 

Range: South-eastern half and SW 
Australia, Tasmania. 

Geelong: Lake Lorne, McLeods 
Waterholes, Drysdale, 
Portarlington Sewage Works. 
Breeding: Sept-Dec, but 
opportunistic according to water in 
wetlands. More than one clutch. 
Nest: In old dense unburned reed 
beds, occasionally lignum or tea- 
tree low over water. Deep bowl 
with domed hood made of 
interwoven leaves pulled down 
from surrounding vegetation. 

Eggs Usually 5-6, oval, palest 
green, soon discoloured 70x49 
mm. 

Similar Species 
Larger. 


Musk Duck. 


kkk 


Geelong residents should now be 
familiar with the Blue-billed Duck, 
the icon of our new recycling 
service, who gives us advice and 
hints about how to cope with our 
new big bins. 


The Blue-billed Duck has been 
recorded as a resident in our city 
only for the past 20 years. Belcher 
in his 1914 Birds of Geelong and 
District said that it was the rarest of 
all our indigenous ducks. 

Only one example is known to 
have occurred in this district; it was 
shot by Mr. Mulder, between the 
Prince’s and Queen’s Bridges, оп 
the Barwon, in the eighties. He tells 
me it is easy to approach as is a 
Musk Duck ... It does not breed 
anywhere іп the vicinity of 
Geelong. 


Trevor Pescott did not see his first 
nest until 1983—and this was at 
McLeod’s Waterholes at Drysdale. 


...Valda Dedman 


Though nowhere common, it is 
now also known to breed at Lake 
Lorne. We have regular reports of 
blue-bills with young there. In 
September 1999 Margaret 
Cameron saw the male giving the 
bobbing display to a female. 


During autumn and winter they 
congregate into flocks in Lake 
Corangamite and other Western 
District lakes. Portarlington 
Sewage Ponds now appear to be a 
gathering place; 200 (94 males and 
106 females) were seen there in 
December 1999 by Peter Bright 
and BelBOCA. Around Geelong 
they are most seen as solitary 
birds, although groups of 10 and 
14 have been recorded on Lake 
Lorne, and 9 at Reedy Lake. 


They nest at Lake Wendouree. 
Jack Wheeler was one of the first 
people to describe their courting 
rituals. Frith (1967) describes them 
in Waterfowl in Australia, from 
Wheeler’s notes: 

In ап open pool and in. the 
presence of the female the male 
splashes backwards suddenly with 
both feet and then springs erect, 
almost standing on the tail, with the 
head and bill pressed into the 
breast feathers. In this position the 
head and bill are rapidly jerked up 
and down. Finally the male gives a 
shallow dive and then the whole 
sequence is repeated several 
times. Suddenly the body is 
straightened out, and with the tail 
feathers held erect as a fan, the 
bird rocks vigorously up and down, 
dipping the head in and out of the 
water. The performance concludes 
with submerging the head and tail, 
arching the back, апа skidding 
backwards for several feet. No 
other duck is quite as spectacular 
as this. 

Copulation follows а vigorous 
chase; the male pursues the 
female across the pool at high 
speed and often completely under 
water. They frequently surface and 
fight in a flurry of water for a 
second or two, then submerge and 
rush on. Finally the male is able to, 
or allowed to, overtake, and 
copulation is effected with the 


female completely submerged. 
Finally the birds separate and 
vigorously preen the whole body. 


When breeding, the males are 
aggressive and chase each other 
with neck feathers ruffled. The 
female will swell up her feathers 
when rebuffing the male. He is 
persistent. He is also polygamous. 
He takes no part in making the 
nest or rearing the young, but as 
soon as the chicks are out on the 
water, he is pestering the female 
again. She is not averse to his 
attention and soon mates. The 
young are independent very early. 
They leave the nest within 24 
hours and then the female often 
‘parks’ them in a safe spot for 
another couple of weeks. The 
ducklings always feed themselves, 
either by diving or ‘suzzling’, on the 
surface, with the female nearby. 
She will hiss at intruders. 


Water is their element; when 
disturbed they prefer to dive rather 
than fly. Only the legs are used for 
propulsion when diving and 
swimming underwater. The birds 
like to be out on the open water 
and nest away from the bank if 
possible. On land, where they 
rarely venture, they are clumsy. 
Most of their food is gathered by 
diving down to the bottom mud. 
Mudeyes, midge апа caddisfly 
larvae are favourite food items. 


The Blue-billed Duck is a strangely 
silent bird, most of whose noise 
comes Тот splashing апа 
thrashing of the water with its large 
feet. This can be heard up to a 
kilometre away. It does not call in 
flight. Most calls are made а! 
breeding time. The male gives a 
very low, deep dunk dunk dunk or 
a soft shrill chee chee chee. The 
female gives ‘a soft hiccuping 
gargle’ when rebuffing the male. 


John Gould described its voice as 
‘a peculiar inward tone, which the 
natives described by saying it has 
no voice, but makes a voice with its 
heart.’ 
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Balmain Bug 


- Ibacus peronii 


...СІаіге and Dennis Greenwell 


4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 
cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 


On Saturday 14 December as we took a walk along the shelly beach at Point Henry, we came across a strange red 
‘crab’ the size of a bread and butter plate on the shore at the edge of the water. It was a fairly low tide, about 9.00 am. 
The ‘crab’ was very prickly to pick ир, and it was still alive—which it demonstrated by flicking its tail—and although we 
tried to rescue it by putting it back in the sea, it turned upside down. We decided to bring it home and identify it, which 
we did with help from Trevor Pescott (over the telephone) who said that it sounded like a lobster called a Balmain Bug 
Ibacus peronii, found occasionally in Port Phillip Bay. We were then able to follow up this information on the Internet. 


We found the following: 


Description: The Museum of Victoria site states that the systematics 
are Panulira; Scyllaridae—however it is also referred to as Decapoda 
(10 feet) on other sites. Balmain Bugs are sometimes called slipper 
lobsters. Its carapace is very flattened, the antennae are also flat 
plates and the abdomen is short and also flattened. The eyestalks 
are hidden between the antennal plates, and the carapace that 
covers the body is a dull red colour and grows to a length of 230 mm. 


It belongs in the subphylum Crustacea of which there are about 
42,000 species. Some of the most familiar arthropods are crayfish, 
crabs, shrimps, lobsters, wood-lice (isopods). Phylum Arthropoda 
(jointed legs). Insects, trilobites, spiders, horseshoe crabs, scorpions, 
ticks, mites, sea spiders, centipedes, millipedes, and a few others— 
help make up the largest phylum—some three quarters of a million 
described species. Found in fresh and marine habitats, they are of 
importance in the primary aquatic food chains. 


The entire body of /. Peronii is covered by a chitinous exoskeleton 
that goes through periodic moulting. The young develop as plankton 
to the post larval stage in the upper water column before settling, 
with the instars appearing quite bizarre during moults. 


They are extremely sensitive to very low concentrations of trace materials, 
having millions of chemo-sensory hairs distributed on their bodies that assist in 
food—gathering and sensing pheromones to find a mate. 


Habitat and Distribution: The Balmain Bug is found along the southern coast of 
Australia from southern Queensland to central Western Australia. Living at 
depths between 10 and 250 т, in soft sand and mud in bays and on the shelf, 
the animal's flat shape enables it to partly bury in the exposed soft sediments. 


Conclusion: Although they are considered excellent eating, they are not as 
popular as rock lobster. However, they are said to be an interesting and relatively 
undemanding captive species. Wish we had been able to save it. 


References: 
http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/crust/mov1772t.htm (Balmain Bug /bacus peronii) 
http://www. fisheries. nsw.gov.au/recreation/fish/balmain-bug.htm (Balmain Bug /bacus peronii) 
http://www. link.springer.de/link/service/journals/00227/bibs/0136005/01360921.htm (J. Stewart, 
$. J. Kennelly; 1999, Growth of the scyllarid lobsters /bacus peronii and |. Chacei 


http://www. fourthr.com.au /Students/henryw/newpage41.htm (Crabs, Carbs and friends!) 
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Bird Group Report 


21 January, 2003 


For the last several years the 
January Bird Group meeting has 
been used to explore ways of 
finding birds that although present 
in the Geelong region аге 
nevertheless not easy to see on a 
reliable basis. Towards this end 
three of our own members, Trevor 
Pescott, Marilyn Hewish and Craig 
Morley, shared their insights and 
suggestions. Trevor spoke on the 
Varied Sitella, Daphoenositta 
chrysoptera, Marilyn оп the 
Spotted Quail-thrush, Cinclosoma 
punctatum and Craig on the 
Collared Sparrowhawk, Accipiter 
cirrhocephalus. 


There are two species of Sitella 
worldwide of which one, the 
Varied Sitella, lives in Australia. In 
the past the five races of the 
Varied Sitella were regarded as 
separate species and there are 
considerable plumage differences 
between the races. They are small 
birds, about half the visual size of 
a Тгеесгеерег, and easily 
identified if seen both from their 
plumage and from the floating, 
butterfly-like, quality of their flight. 
When flying a distinctive yellow- 
orange patch in the wing is easily 
seen. As they are birds that spend 
much of their time in the forest 
canopy they аге best located 
through their call. They feed on 
insects and other small 
invertebrates which they prise 
from crevices in the bark with their 
upturned bills. They have been 
observed using small twigs to 
assist in prying insects free. When 
feeding they are typically ‘upside 
down’ as they move down trunks 
head first. They typically move 
around in small groups of 3-5 
birds although groups sometimes 
number up to thirty birds. They 
live communally with the group 
members assisting with the 
support of young birds. 


Although they are not migratory 
and hence in our region 


.. John Bottomley 


throughout the year, the best time 
of year to see the birds locally is 
from October to January. At this 
time they are active collecting 
nesting material, feeding young 
etc. They build a beautiful nest 
camouflaged with bark and 
cobwebs in a fork. 


The best habitat to locate them in 
is open forest with some, but not 
dense, undergrowth. Locally this 
makes the You Yangs, the Long 
Forest, the Iron Bark Basin, 
Bannockburn Bush and the 
Brisbane Ranges prime locations. 
Trevor illustrated his talk with 
slides including slides of nests. 
The distribution map from the 
Atlas of Victorian Birds shows 
Spotted Quail-thrush to be 
widespread in wooded areas in 
Victoria. In the Geelong region, 
there are two main 
concentrations, in the Anglesea 
area and in the Brisbane Ranges. 
The Atlas further shows that they 
are reported in all seasons and 
this is confirmed by records in 
Geelong Bird Reports. 


In the Anglesea area they occur in 
the woodlands of the Otways 
Foothills and in a broad arc from 
Anglesea to Winchelsea. There 
have been records from Mount 
Ingoldsby, Eumeralla, Forest 
Road, Bald Hills, Gum Flat, 
Peter's НИ, Bambra, Wurdale, 
Wensleydale and Winchelsea. 


In the Brisbane Ranges, records 
are widespread: Shoot Track and 
Aspera Track in the north, several 
sites on the main ridge along 
Thompsons Road, McLeans 
Highway and Switch Road, and in 
the west along Butchers Road, 
Durdidwarrah Road and at 
Steiglitz. 


In the Brisbane Ranges, the birds 
appear to prefer ridges rather than 
gullies, and occur in woodland 
with ап open understorey of 


grasses, low shrubs апа fallen 
branches for cover. Many sites 
have grass-trees and they 
possibly indicate good habitat. 


They seem to favour previously- 
burnt woodland for feeding. After 
the severe Ash Wednesday fires, 
birds were seen in regenerating 
woodland near Anglesea after 1—2 
years (Bald Hills, Forest Road). 
After a mild fire at Butchers Road 
in the Brisbane Ranges, large 
numbers of Quail-thrush were 
observed at 3-6 months. 


Quail-thrush feed on the ground, 
and resemble slender strikingly- 
marked pigeons. They are rather 
shy and it is difficult to get a view 
of a whole bird as they move 
through the understorey. If 
surprised, they flush suddenly with 
a whirring of wings, land a short 
way on and keep moving. They 
occasionally land in trees and 
perch in full view. 


Most records are of 1–2 birds, but 
flocks of 5-10 have been seen, 
mainly in autumn and winter. 


Birds are often first detected by 
call. The call is unfortunately very 
high-pitched апа inaudible to 
anyone with age-related high- 
frequency hearing loss. In my 
experience, this is more of a 
problem for men than for women. 


X% 

The Collared Sparrowhawk is an 

illusive bird and needs a lot of 

patience and preparation to 
observe and identify. | 15 easily 
confused with the Brown 

Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus. 

Plumage is not a reliable means 

of separating the species and size 

is only useful in separating the 
small male Sparrowhawk from 

Brown Goshawks. HANZAB 

indicates Sparrowhawks are best 

distinguished from Goshawks by: 

e the square-cut tip of female 
and gently notched tip of male 
tails compared to the rounded 
tip of Goshawk tails, 

e their smaller more rounded 
heads, 

e their less prominent brow- 
ridges in Sparrowhawks, 

e а more wide-eyed, more 
staring, less fierce facial 
expression, 
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ə noticeably more slender, 
spindly legs giving longer 
legged appearance, 

e much longer middle toes, 

e a flight silhouette of 
Sparrowhawk with a smaller 
less protruding head and neck, 
a proportionately shorter tail, 
broader inner wings, narrower 
and more pointed outer wings, 

ə “wrists” (carpals) held further 
forward when soaring and 
gliding, 

e often a more winnowing flight 
and sometimes an undulating 
“cuckoo-shrike” style flight, 

e when contour hunting a more 
flickering, jerky flight, and 

e several distinct calls. 


• forest and woodland, 
avoiding denser forest 

• timbered gorges. 

• Wherever trees ог tall 
shrubs give cover for 
ambushing prey. 

• open country close to 
cover. 


One strategy for locating them is 
to search likely breeding habitat 
three or four times during the 
breeding season as the birds are 
both active and more noisy than 
at other times. 


In the Geelong region they are 
uncommon but widespread. The 
best locations appear to be (a) in 


Otways and Angahook and (b) the 
Brisbane Ranges and Werribee 
township. Records in Geelong 
Bird Reports 1993-2001 indicate 
Sparrowhawks are in our region 
throughout the year. 


Craig illustrated his talk with 
slides of both Sparrowhawks and 
Goshawks. 


The talks generated considerable 
interest іп and numerous 
questions from those іп 
attendance who showed their 
appreciation with а generous 
round of applause. 


an arc from Eastern Park through 
Leopold to the Bellerine Peninsula 
and through the Surf Coast to the 


In terms of habitat Sparrowhawks ~ 
can be found in: 


FRIENDS NETWORK CONFERENCE AT CAPE BRIDGEWATER 
28 — 30 MARCH 2003 


The GFNC recently received a copy of the last Friends Network Newsletter announcing detail of the next Biennial 
Conference and including a registration sheet with an invitation to attend from Bernie Fox, Convenor FNC. If you do 
wish to attend please contact Alison Watson or Claire Greenwell for a copy of the Registration Form and details. 


Within the Newsletter was a ‘Conference Exclusive’, giving program details, registration form, and accommodation 


and travel options. The registration form may be copied if necessary. 
The closing date for registrations is Friday, 28 February, 2003. 


Committee Convenor, Bernie Fox, and Secretary, Liz Devlin, recently visited Cape Bridgewater and the conference 
venue, ‘Cape Bridgewater Coastal Camp and Convention Centre’. They met the new owners of the centre, and spent 
some time with Phil Arnold, Convenor of the Friends of the Great South West Walk, who has been very involved in 
the planning of this conference. 


Bernie and Liz report: ‘The convention centre is a great venue for our conference. There is a spacious meeting area 
with a renovated kitchen, smaller areas for workshops, a number of cottages and rooms which are simple but 
comfortable, sleeping 60 in total, with anywhere from 2 to 10 in each room. Each has a veranda from which one has 
stunning views of the ocean and cliffs of Bridgewater Bay. 


The centre is currently being renovated in time for Christmas. I’m sure that, once people arrive, they'll wish У had 
longer than just a weekend there.’ 


The Program includes: 


Welcome, Aboriginal Welcome to Southwest, Aboriginal Dance, Aboriginal Speaker, 

Landform and European History of the Southwest—Phil Arnold: The Cape Bridgewater Volcano. 
Gwen Bennett: European Settlement at Cape Bridgewater 

Workshops/Activities, e.g.: Saturday 29 March—Probable themes: Archaeology of Aboriginal Sites; Fauna of the 
area, including Gannets; PV’s Environmental Information System; Friends Group Web Design. Sunday 30 
March—Rock Pools; Linking the area from the coast to the Little Desert; Promotion of the Great South West 
Walk; Managing Coastal Lands. 

Walks/Excursions hosted by FOGSVW, e.g.: Seal Colony; Cape Nelson; Lake Bridgewater; Mt Richmond; 
Bridgewater Bay 

Ranger Talk, Minister's address and ‘Best Friend’ Awards, Brief Presentations by Friends Groups, 

Natural History of the Southwest— Doug Phillips & Ivor Graney (Portland Field Naturalists’ Club) 

Biennial Friends Network General Meeting, 

Visit to Tower Hill Guided by local Aboriginal people 


There are various Conference cost, and meal and accommodation options 
(e.g. $70.00 for full Conference registration, dormitory bed and all meals) 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion Reports 


Belmont Common 
19 December, 2002 
...Polly Cutcliffe 


Our leader was Don Jennings— 
the day was warm but cloudy 
(ideal for bird watching), with 15 
members and one visitor turning 
up at the Jerringot Bird Hide. 
There were plenty of birds to keep 
us interested here—Reed Warbler, 
Little Grassbird. Great 


Egret, Grey and Chestnut Teal, 
Black Duck, Hardhead, Black 
Swan, and views of Hoary-headed 
and Australasian Grebe side by 
side. Welcome Swallows were 
also a feature here (and elsewhere 
on the walk) as they performed 
their aerial acrobatics hawking for 
insects. 


Don then led us to various parts of 
the Common and golf course. He 
had come prepared with his 
‘wellies’ so was able to gently flush 
a few snipe from a reed-bed, but 
he hadn't been able to convince 
the Black-winged Stilt and Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper, which had been 
using the small lake on the course, 
that there was enough water left to 
stay on for us. In fact the lake was 
almost dry. 


Some golf course birds have 
become habituated to humans— 
we had excellent views of Red- 
rumped Parrots on the ground, 
and could compare the 
differences between males and 
females. Willie Wagtails were 
numerous (an estimate of 40 | 
think would be conservative); we 
saw them on all sections of the 
course and Don was able to locate 
one of their nests for us. A Black- 
shouldered Kite was found 
sunning itself in a secluded corner, 
and again ample opportunity to 
observe it close-up. Red-browed 
Finches are also ‘regulars’ on the 
course, апа меге observed 
carrying nesting material, 
especially in the over-grown area 
near the driving range. 


We walked a small section of the 
river, the best sightings being 


Swamp Harrier, Nankeen Night 


Heron and Caspian Tern. 


. The group returned to the hide for 


bird call (a total of 52 species) and 
to thank Don for his very 
comprehensive coverage of this 
valuable part of the Geelong 
environment. 


Limeburners Lagoon, 
Corio 
16 January, 2003 
...Реппу Smith 


lt was a pleasant, overcast day 


although it was forecast to be hot. 
Ten members turned up. 


Four Great-crested Grebes were 
seen among the huge numbers of 
Swans which were only out done 
by the number of seagulls. The 
Sandbanks had standing room 
only—a lot of pelicans, and of 
course, the gulls, some White Ibis, 
and several Whiskered Terns 
cruising above the water. 


As we walked up the creek, four 
Crested Pigeons were seen 
feeding on the ground among the 
trees. The margins of the creek 
had egrets feeding in the marshes, 
up to six Great Egrets and one 
Little Egret. 


A number of raptors were seen 
gliding above the rubbish tip— 
these were identified as a pair of 
Whistling Kites, Black Kites and 
later a Black Falcon. 


The boardwalk did not provide any 
birds except the calls of the Little 
Grassbird. 


In total, forty-five species were 
counted. 


As we sat in the picnic area for a 
coffee break, we were entertained 
by a battle of wills between an 
Australian Magpie and a Willie 
Wagtail. The magpie had been 
forced to take refuge under a 
picnic table and the willie was 
keeping it captive. Every move to 
come out from under was 
countered by an aerial 
bombardment, with the willie 
darting in and out of nearby 
bushes. 
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Next Mid-week Bird 
Group Excursion 


Thursday, 20 February, 
2003 


Upper Paper Mill Road, 
Fyansford 


Leader: Rhonda Jennings 
Members of the group share the 
jobs of leadership report writing, 
suggesting venues, etc., and 
Rhonda has volunteered to 
prepare and lead this walk. It’s an 
area we haven't been to yet and is 
sure to have some interesting 
sightings. 

Meet: 8.30 am at Fyansford Hotel 
carpark 

Finish: No set time, but before 
lunch. 


YOLK. 


Steve Parish Bird 
003 Calendar 


1/2 price 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 38 Мо.9 February 2003 15 


Bird Observations November 2002 
...Compiled by John Bottomley 


Members have obviously been busy birding over the holiday season as we received seven pages worth of 
observations. Rather than select observations from all types of birds | have included here only observations of birds 
often found on dams, wetlands, rivers or reservoirs. Included are ducks, geese, waders, herons and the like. The 
number of observations illustrates clearly the need for the careful management and conservation of such areas. This is 
particularly the case in periods of low rainfall such as the present time. Many of the observations of bush birds you 
submitted were of birds sitting on nests or feeding young. We received such records for Scaly-breasted Lorikeet, a first 
for the region | believe, Eastern and Crimson Rosellas, Pallid and Fan-tailed Cuckoos, Owlet Nightjar, Rainbow Bee- 
eater, Weebill, Noisy Miner, Black-chinned Honeyeater, Red-capped Robin, Crested Shrike-Tit, Golden Whistler, 
Restless Flycatcher, Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail, White-browed Woodswallow, Dusky Woodswallow, Grey 
Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, White-winged Chough, Red-browed Finch, Diamond Firetail, 
Common Blackbird and Common Starling. 


Observers were: 
BAt, Bryant Atwood; GB, Grant Baverstock; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JB, John Bottomley; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; RBa, 
Ray Baverstock; RMc, Rod McKenzie. 
Number Date Comments Observer 
21 20/12/02 Reedy Lake. RMc 
7/01/03 Reedy Lake near Moolap Station Road. GMc 
14/01/03 Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah Reservoir. JB 
Australian Wood Duck 11/11/02 Wallington. Pair with 6-8 chicks. RMc 
Freckled Duck 25/11/02 Lake Lorne. RMc 
7/12/02 Serendip. GMc 
Hardhead 19/11/02 · Bannockburn Bush on sewage ponds. RMc 
Hoary-headed Grebe 14/01/03 Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah Reservoir. JB 
Great crested Grebe 17/12/02 Lake Victoria. RMc 
Darter 25/11/02 Lake Lorne. An adult female. RMc 
24/12/02 Barwon River, Wal Whiteside Walk. Also one BAt 
at Queens Park 13/01/03. 
White-faced Heron 9/12/02 Point Henry, Windmill Lane. BAt 
16/01/03 Brisbane Ranges. Intersection of Clarkes Road JB 
and DeMotts Road. 
White-necked Heron 27/11/02 You Yangs, 1 at Barros Dams and 6 at RMc 
Lascelles Dam. 
30/11/02 Mount Duneed. BAt 


30/12/02 Gnarwarre. BAt 


1/01/03 Bellbrae. BAt 


Great Egret 20/12/02 Reedy Lake. GMc, RMc 

Nankeen Night Heron 25/11/02 Buckley Falls. Perched in trees. BAt 
4/01/03 Queenscliff. Roosting in pine tree. GB, RBa 

Australasian Bittern 20/12/02 Reedy Lake. One very pale bird. RMc 

Australian White Ibis 14/01/03 Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah Reservoir. JB 

Glossy Ibis 20/12/02 Reedy Lake near Moolap Station Road. | GMc 
21/12/02 Reedy Lake near Moolap Station Road. RMc 


ellow-billed Spoonbill 23/11/02 — Gnarwarre. Also two оп 22/12/02 and one BAt 
on 24/12/02, 8/01/03 and 19/01/03. 
2/12/02 Reedy Lake. One flock of fifty. RMc 


24/12/02 Pollocksford. BAt 

29/12/02 Point Henry, Windmill Lane. BAt 
Brolga 2/12/02 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Buff-banded Rail 48/12/02 Zillah Crawcour Park. BAt 

20/01/03 Buckley Falls. BAt 


16 GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 38 No.9 February 2003 


pecies Date Comments Observer 
Baillon's Crake 2/1/202 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Black-tailed Native-hen 30/12/02 Point Henry. BAt 
_ 1/01/03 Deakin University. BAt 
Eurasian Coot 14/01/03 Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah reservoir. JB 
Latham's Snipe 25/11/02 Lake Lorne. RMc 
Black-tailed Godwit 20/12/02 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Marsh Sandpiper 19/11/02 Lake Modewarre. RMc 
20/12/02 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Ruddy Turnstone 7/12/02 Black Rocks. RMc 
anderling 17/12/02 Black Rocks. RMc 
Black-winged Stilt 20/12/02 Reedy Lake near Moolap Station Road. GMc, RMc 
Banded Stilt 11/11/02 Lake Victoria. GMc 
Red-necked Avocet 11/11/02 Lake Victoria. GMc 


Black-fronted Dotterel 28/11/02 Fyansford. An adult with two chicks. Still BAt 
present 10/12/02. 
Hooded Plover 17/12/02 Black Rocks. RMc 


17/12/02 Thirteenth Beach. A nest with two eggs. RMc 
Red-kneed Dotterel 23/11/02 Gnarwarre. On muddy dam. BAt 
25/11/02 Lake Lorne. RMc 
9/12/02 Point Henry, Windmill Lane. BAt 
6/01/03 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Banded Lapwing 23/11/02 Gnarwarre. One on 1/12/02, 62 on 22/12/02, BAt 
20, including two juveniles, on 29/12/02, 
10 on 4/01/03, 20 on 7/01/03 and 12 on 19/01/03. | 
Masked Lapwing 22/12/02 Gnarwarre. Close to Banded Lapwings. BAt 
Caspian Tern 24/12/02 Point Henry, Windmill Lane. BAt 
17/12/02 Freshwater Lagoon. RMc 
20/12/02 Reedy Lake. Small groups and individuals. RMc 
5/01/03 Cobden at Lake Elingamite. MHe 
hite-winged Black Tern 17/12/02 Freshwater Lagoon. RMc 
2/12/02 Reedy Lake. Resting on mud bank. RMc 


acred Kingfisher 13/12/02 You Yangs at Hovells Creek. Nest with five RMc 

eggs. Empty on 9/01.03. 
14/01/03 Durdidwarrah on wetland to east of Steiglitz JB 

Road. A female bird. 

lamorous Reed-Warbler 28/11/02 Fyansford Common. Three nestlings being fed 
in nest in reeds. 

Little Grassbird 28/11/02 Reedy Lake. A nest with 3 eggs in 

dense Cumbungi. 


NEWS BITES... 


Rob Ganly and Gordon McCarthy did a great job counting Bird Strike 
victims at the Alcoa plant and in the process raising money for the Club. 


Clean Up Australia Day is here again and we will of course be down at 
Jerringot Wildlife Reserve at the Bird Hide. Dennis Greenwell would love 
to see you there for this now regular clean-up of ‘our wetland and 
surrounds. 9.00 am to 12 noon on Sunday, 2 March, 2003. 
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